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the President with Schleicher's notions and this list of
ministers in the cabinet to be.
Hindenburg was enthusiastic.
Meissner, who had been suitably prompted by Schleicher,
reminded the President that Papen, because of his letter of
congratulation to him (Hindenburg) in 1925, had been in
bad odour with the party. Hindenburg from that moment
had the impression that Herr von Papen was a martyr for
his loyalty to the person of the Field-Marshal. Con-
sequently nothing but good could be expected of the man.
Also he was a blue-blooded aristocrat, a man of the world,
with perfect manners, and a friend of the Junkers east of
the Elbe. Finally there was yet another point. Papen was
a Catholic. In the last few years Hindenburg had been
repeatedly driven to anger because he had been accused of
hostility to the Catholic Church. Now he could clearly show
that, following Bruning, yet another Catholic was being
appointed Reichschancellor by him.
And Hindenburg was particularly pleased to discover
three genuine East Elbe Junkers in the new cabinet, namely,
the old Freiherr von Gayl, Freiherr von Braun and Eltz
von Rubenach.
Only one statement rang false in Hindenburg's ears : that
Hitler wished to support Papen. Hindenburg's experience
of the e Bohemian corporal* had already been far from
pleasant.
But for this too Schleicher had a remedy. Through
Rohm and Goebbels he caused Hitler and Goering to be
summoned to Hindenburg.
Briining's resignation was handed in at noon on the
30th May. At four o'clock on the same afternoon Hitler
and Goering were with Hindenburg, The Presidents still
somewhat incensed at Briining's departure and his proud
gesture, merely asked the two leaders of National Socialism
quite shortly whether Hitler would support the Papen
cabinet. In the case of an affirmative answer he would
have no objections to raise to the dissolution of the Reichstag,
a new election and the lifting of the ban against the SA.